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CLIMATE COMMUNICATION,
OR JUST COMMUNICATION?

Who am I to talk about this?

Simon Wang 王世宇
Utah State University



Who am I to talk about this?



I’m a 
researcher.
I publish.



As a professor, 
I mentor.



As a climate scientist, 
I face reporters…

美聯社、Discovery、CBS、NBC、
Nature、科學人雜誌、英國衛報and a lot of them!



Nature、科學人雜誌、英國衛報

…a lot of them

I learned to be an expert, 
but not to do ‘expert talk’.

As a climate scientist, 
I face reporters…



The road to being an expert
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Expert
can be a

communicator
too



An example:



Scene 1: 
Tsunami warning

“I see a room full of scientists”



Scene 2: 
What triggered the 
warning?

Rippled with signs of anomalies
(waves, barometric pressure, …science talk)

“OK, I am a visual learner…”



Scene 2 cont’d: 
What triggered the 
warning?

“Wait, what you’re telling us is…”



Scene 4: 
How does the 
warning system 
work?

“It’s not that complicated”

“20 words or less, like a field-trip version?”



Scene 5: 
The “field trip” 
version

“OK that’s it. Was that so difficult?”



Scene X: 
Real life scenario 

☚ 難搞的 Detective Danny



The road to being a

communicatorinvolves simplification

avoid jargons (GOES, barometric pressure…)

visual aid (field trip version)

同理心、講重點



同理心、講重點

Know your audience

Seek help 

Read 📚📰📘

priority



轉譯是科學界新趨勢



再舉個例子

一分鐘搞懂？

52 seconds
.
.

Took me 1.5 hr to make
.



Tools used in that video

你也能做到



Enlist Expert Help



Prepare the new generation




